[Levetiracetam: an anti-epileptic drug with interesting pharmacokinetic properties].
Levetiracetam is a new anticonvulsant for adjunctive treatment of partial epilepsy. It is well tolerated, with no significant risks, at a dose of 1000-3000 mg/day in adults. The efficacy (> 50% reduction in attacks) in refractory partial epilepsy is 22-40%, depending on the dose. Efficacy was also seen with levetiracetam monotherapy in more than half of the positive responders. Levetiracetam does not cause induction or inhibition of the P450 enzyme system or other enzyme systems, there is no active metabolite and it exhibits almost no protein binding. These factors mean that this drug undergoes no significant interactions with other medication and appears suitable for elderly patients and for conditions requiring complex pharmacotherapy. Compared with other recently registered anti-epilepsy drugs, levetiracetam appears promising in terms of efficacy, tolerability and pharmacokinetics. The simple dosing schedule is an additional benefit.